
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – During the 
Monday, May 17 regular meeting 
of the NCTC Board of Regents, 
board secretary Kristy Morris 
noted proceeds for the Corinth 
land sale will be deposited into 
board reserves.
 Th e board voted to approve 
the sale of two tracts of land 
constituting 13.738 acres to the 

Economic Development Foun-
dations of the city of Corinth. 
within the eastern portion of 
NCTC property.
 Chairwoman Karla Metzler 
noted the board members would 
take the oath of offi  ce at the May 
18 meeting.
 Chancellor Dr. Brent Wallace 
reviewed a compensation study 
for college employees.
 “Th e compensation study is 
something we’ve been working 

on and notifi ed the board about a 
year ago that we were beginning 
that process,” he said. “We’re 
coming to the concluding end of 
that and so what I wanted to give 
you is a sense of what will come.”
 Wallace said employees re-
corded their job descriptions and 
which tasks they perform on a 
daily basis. 
 “[Th e report] went to their 
managers, the managers either 
added or subtracted based on 

what they believe the job to be 
and that went further through all 
the way to a vice-chancellor level 
for fi nal approval,” he said.
 Wallace also said market com-
parisons for salaries were con-
ducted based on the reports 
“across colleges that are similar to 
NCTC but not necessarily in our 
region specifi cally so often times, 
it’s hard for us to be competi-
tive with wages in Dallas or Fort 

(Continued on Page 2)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners Court voted 
unanimously to amend a bill by 
State Senator Drew Springer for 
the creation of a municipal util-
ity district in Precinct 2 includ-
ing a court order to oppose all 
MUDs during the Monday, May 
24, regular meeting at the Cooke 
County Court House.
 Th e court discussed action 
fi led by Texas State Senator Drew 
Springer to approve a municipal 

utility district in Pct. 2.
 Starnes said the MUD includes 
police and fi refi ghting services 
and can be approved through the 
Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality.
 “We have a lot more authority 
while it’s going through the leg-
islation to make changes, amend 
it,” Starnes said. “Of course, 
this is the last week of the [leg-
islative] session. Representative 
[David] Spiller is holding the 
legislation waiting for our input, 
so that’s basically what I know 
at this point...Now, one of the 

things I’m also recommending is 
a commissioners court order to 
the legislature letting them know 
that we oppose all MUDS and 
what that does is it forces any-
body running legislation through 
to get a MUD to have to come 
through our court to get it. Cur-
rently, we just actually caught 
this one with a little bit of luck 
and the help of Spiller and this 
thing could have went through 
without us ever knowing it. Now 
if we fi nd a court order to the 
Texas Legislature as I understand 
it, they cannot approve one with-

out it coming to us.”
 Starnes added, “Now they can 
still go around us and approve it, 
but we have to be notifi ed and 
given 30 days by offi  cial court or-
der. Th is is the way Collin Coun-
ty did it.”
 “I make the motion that we go 
ahead and change the bill that’s 
currently submitted and change 
the verbiage to what Collin 
County has provided us as well as 
present the Legislature with the 
court order saying we oppose all 
MUDs.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Creation of Utility Districts
King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Memorial Day was origi-
nally known as ‘Decoration 
Day’, I never knew that before. 
It stemmed from the losses of 
Americans during our Civil 
War and became an offi  cial 
federal holiday in 1971. Many 
Americans observe Memorial 
Day by visiting cemeteries or 
memorials, holding family 
gatherings and participating in 
parades. Unoffi  cially, it marks 
the beginning of the summer 
season. 
 So this Memorial Day while 
celebrating your freedoms with 
your family and friends, be 
sure to pass on the knowledge 
to the younger generation! Let 
them know why we celebrate 
in remembrance of those that 
have fallen to protect our 
way of life. Without all those 
men and women who made 
the greatest sacrifi ce, America 
would be a much diff erent 
place. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 You are invited to the Muen-
ster VFW 6205 Auxiliary as 
they have their Memorial on 
Sunday, May 30 at 9:00am. 
Celebrate and remember this 
Memorial Day weekend!

++++++++

  Cooke County Library’s 
Summer Reading programs 
begin June 1, 2021. Sign-ups 
will be from June 1 through 
June 15, 2021. Children and 
adults of any age are welcome 
to participate, and sign-up is 
free. Just stop by the library to 
get signed up.
Th ere are three diff erent pro-
grams for children, teens and 
adults. Th is year the theme 
for all three reading programs 
is “Tails and Tales.” Each pro-
gram has diff erent reading re-
quirements and diff erent priz-
es. Th e Friends of the Library 
will be this year’s sponsor for 
the prizes. 

(Continued on Page 9)

Gainesville Approves Rezone

Tract on Justice Center Blvd
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Th e Gaines-
ville City Council adopted, at 
its May 18 regular meeting, a 
rezone ordinance from outdoor 
commercial to moderate density 
multi-family for a 3.38 acre tract 
on Justice Center Boulevard re-
quested by Big Ellum Properties. 
Th e zoning change is in the Sam 
Enderby Offi  ce Park addition 
and will allow duplexes and qua-
druplexes.
 Th ere were no recognitions or 
proclamations.
 During the public comment 
segment of the meeting Wray 
Westbrook discussed invisible 
fencing in the city of Gainesville. 
He said his concern is that there 

has been discussion about invis-
ible fencing being used as a stand 
alone fence in both front and 
back yards in Gainesville in place 
of physical fences.
 He cited a source which noted 
the fencing can be a public haz-
ard in areas which border public 
properties. He also noted infor-
mation from PETA expresses 
concern about the use of “shock 
collars” to make dogs fearful 
of crossing the invisible fence 
boundaries.
 Westbrook also noted there 
is an ordinance in Gainesville 
against tethering dogs even in 
their own backyards. “But shock-
ing is going to be acceptable?” he 
asked.
 He also cited stories which sug-
gest physical fencing is best for 

dogs and it allows the animals to 
explore the outdoors without the 
fear associated with shock collars. 
He also said 4.5 million dog bites 
occur every year. And children 
are often the victims of the at-
tacks. 
 “Not every dog can be con-
tained by an invisible fence,” he 
said. “Dogs are protective of their 
home. Dogs will charge passersby 
or attack someone like a child at 
their home who inadvertently 
comes into their yard.”
 No action can be taken on is-
sues addressed during public 
comments.
 Th e council approved a con-
sent agenda which included 
minutes of the May 4, 2021 city 
council meeting and resolution 
of the city council declaring a va-

cancy for councilmember Ward 
5.
 Next council approved the pur-
chase of 38 autonomous mowers 
for $198,000 for Fairview Cem-
etery.
 “What this would do is it would 
eliminate three positions at the 
cemetery,” Sullivan said. “Th ese 
are seasonal positions. Just in 
savings alone from that we would 
end up with over $100,000 sav-
ings over the life of the mowers 
but it also saves a lot of time for 
our higher paid employees that 
are full time. Th ere and would al-
low them more time to work on 
the cemetery and other issues to 
make the cemetery look better.”
 He also said use of the mow-
ers would allow workers more 

(Continued on Page 6)

Habitat Donates Air Conditioners to VISTO - Above, Volunteers were hand Friday 
for a donation from Habitat for Humanity to Volunteers in Service to Others. Pictured 
are Tanner Kitchens, Brandon Martin, Rhonda Beam, Nikki King, Patsy Reed, Barry 
Wolzen and Misty Schmitz. Twenty air conditioner units were donated. Left, Tanner 
Kitchens of Otts Home Furnishings unloads air conditioner units at the Volunteers in 
Service to Others center on Culberson Street Friday.   (The Weekly News Photos)  

NCTC to Deposit Proceeds From 
Corinth Land Sale into Board Reserves
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Worth but we also know 
that still at this point, the 
cost of living expenses are a 
little less in Denton, Mon-
tague, Cooke than it is the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area.”
 He said the study focuses 
on “a new system for us 
determining pay rates for 
new employees.”
 “What you will see as 
we unveil this as a part of 
your budget… is that new 
plan,” he said. “We’re very 
excited about it. It brings 
a lot of equity to the pro-
gram. You’re going to see 
some sizable changes to 
entry level positions but 
really at a fair market level 
for mid-management up.”
 “We’ve been knowing 
we need to do this,” Wal-
lace said, “For example our 
maintenance department, 
our middle administrative 
people were probably un-
derpaid and yet we wanted 
to make sure it was really 
quantifi ed. We didn’t want 
to just do guess work… We 
are looking forward to pre-
senting this as part of the 
budget.”
 Th e budget will also in-
clude a new pay grade for 
other staff  members, he 
said. 
 Vice Chancellor of Fis-
cal Aff airs Dr. Van Miller 
noted the board’s fi nance 
committee met to discuss 
federal funds which are ex-
pected to be distributed to 
the college. 
 “In this month’s fi nan-
cials you can see the impact 
of those dollars,” Miller 
said. “…Th ese federal dol-
lars show up in a couple of 
ways. Since we’re dealing 
with federal grants, we’ve 

got revenues that come in 
under federal funds. Th ere 
was about $7 million so 
far. And there’s about $7 
million in expenses that 
shows up under special 
items grants. Th ose pretty 
much off set each other 
and then where it really 
hits our budget is under 
local funds, because with 
our local funds we are us-
ing those federal dollars to 
reimburse ourselves for lost 
revenue from lower enroll-
ment and the lower tuition 
rate so really what we’re 
looking at, if you look at 
both the funds, predomi-
nately local tuition and 
fees, it looks like we’re up 
2 ½ percent from last year. 
If it weren’t for the federal 
dollars, we’d be down $2.5 
million from the previous 
year because of the drop in 
enrollment, so that’s really 
the line where it’s obvious 
federal funds are helping 
the budget.”
 Miller also noted the col-
lege hopes to contribute $1 
million of federal funds to 
board reserves. He said the 
college also hopes to add 
another $1.6 million from 
the Corinth land sale to 
board reserves. 
 “Th at should get us to 
the point where we’ve got 
about three months’ of our 
operating budget in re-
serves,” he said. Miller said 
he would advise the board 
to maintain this amount of 
money in reserves. 
 Daisy Garcia provided 
a report on Equity, Di-
versity and Inclusion. She 
introduced Danae Mitch-
ell, the vice chair for the 
Alliance Against Injustice 
who works on the Flower 
Mound Campus.

 “Some of the events 
that we have planned for 
this summer, we are work-
ing on collaborating with 
some of our communities 
for Juneteenth,” she said. 
She also noted NCTC is 
planning a day of service at 
Gainesville’s B.P. Douglas 
park which is undergoing a 
renovation. 
 “We are inviting NCTC 
staff  to participate, and we 
would love for any of you 
that are available to come 
join us,” she said. “It’s on 
the 19th. It’s from 9 a.m. 
to noon. After that, they 
will have a Juneteenth cele-
bration, and after that they 
will also have another day 
on June 26.”
 Austin Creswell noted 
June is LGBT+ Pride 
Month and events are be-
ing planned.
 Board members were 
sworn in and the board 
voted unanimously to keep 
Chair Karla Metzler, Vice-
Chair Dick Haayen and 
Secretary Kristy Morris in 
their positions.
 Th e board also voted to 
approve consent agenda 
items including disposi-
tion of the April 19, 2021 
board meeting minutes 
and personnel items.
 Wallace also presented a 
report on the COVID-19 
protocols for summer and 
fall 2021 semesters.
 He said the University 
of North Texas is ending 
its indoor mask policy and 
is going back to its “Pre-
COVID confi gurations.” 
Th e university is also al-
lowing water fountains to 
be used and work items 
to be shared, Wallace said. 
He also noted he’s been in 
contact with Grayson Col-

lege administrators which 
are moving forward with 
mask-optional protocol. 
Tarrant and Dallas [coun-
ty] colleges have not yet 
formalized their plans, he 
said. 
 Wallace also said 224 
NCTC employees are fully 
vaccinated. 
 “We have a large per-
centage of our fulltime em-
ployee base that have been 
vaccinated,” Wallace said. 
He added no positive CO-
VID-19 cases have been 
reported in May.
 Wallace said a May 
24 mask-optional policy 
could be advised. Vice-
chair Haayen moved to 
rescind the mask mandate 
and to return a mask op-
tional policy. Th e board 
voted unanimously to ap-
prove the item.
 Finally, the board of re-
gents approved a resolution 
in memory of NCTC Po-
lice Offi  cer Roland Ridge 
who died May 5, 2021. 
Wallace read the resolu-
tion which included infor-
mation about Ridge who 
began serving with the de-
partment in October 2018. 
“the college was a safer 
place while Offi  cer Ridge 
was employed,” Wallace 
said in the resolution while 
expressing his apprecia-
tion for the offi  cer’s service 
and dedication. He noted 
Ridge died at his home of 
natural causes.

NCTC to Deposit Proceeds 
From Corinth Land Sale 
into Board Reserves

GAINESVILLE - Th e 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce (CCSO) has re-
ceived seven reports of ve-
hicles that were burglarized 
inside the gates of the Lake 
Kiowa community, accord-
ing to a report from Sheriff  
Ray Sappington.  
 Th e reports cover a two-
day period from May 13 to 
May 14, 2021, he said. 
 Th e motor vehicle bur-
glaries occurred during the 
late night/early morning 

hours, Sappington said in a 
media report.
 Th e vehicles involved 
were left unlocked and had 
various items taken includ-
ing US currency, credit/
debit cards, keys, tools, 
clothes, and fi rearms.  
 Th ere were also four golf 
carts stolen and used by 
the perpetrators, he said. 
All of the golf carts had 
the keys left in them and 
were recovered within the 
Lake Kiowa community.  

It is unknown at this time 
how the perpetrators have 
been gaining entry into the 
community.
 Th ere are similar vehicle 
burglaries occurring in sur-
rounding counties and ju-
risdictions.
 Th e Cooke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce is working 
with the Lake Kiowa com-
munity and the surround-
ing jurisdictions to identify 
and apprehend the perpe-
trators, Sappington noted.

CCSO Investigates

Th efts in Lake Kiowa



Irma Delle Barthold

Services
 On Saturday May 22nd, 
2021, the world lost a kind 
and loving soul, but heaven 
gained an Angel with her 
family at her bedside. Fu-
neral Services for Ima Delle 
Barthold, 93, of Era, are set 
for 2:00 P.M. Wednesday 
May 26th, 2021 at Meador 
Funeral Home in Gaines-
ville, TX with Jerry Hug-
gins offi  ciating. Burial will 
follow in the Valley View 
cemetery under the direc-
tion of Meador Funeral 
Home. A Visitation will be 
held on Tuesday May 25th, 
2021 from 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
at Meador Funeral Home.
History
 Ima Delle Barthold was 
born on December 9th, 
1927, in Southmayd, TX to 
Charlie Joseph Roeder and 
Th elma Roeder. She mar-
ried Joe Wallace Barthold on 

May 2nd, 1947. Th ey spent 
a beautiful 60 years at each 
other’s side until Wallace’s 
passing in 2007. Th ey were 
blessed with four wonderful 
children, six grandchildren, 
fi ve great grandchildren, 
and two great-great grand-
children. 
 Ima Delle was a fun-lov-
ing woman who enjoyed 
having her family close by. 
Everyone was always wel-
come at her home, and she 
would not dare let you miss 
a meal. She was no stranger 
to hard work, whether that 
was chasing kids and grand-
kids, gardening, or milking 
cows on her and Wallace’s 
dairy.  All the hard work that 
went on at the dairy did not 
stop her from visiting the 
beauty shop weekly to en-
sure her hair and nails were 
always up to her standards. 
She was well-known as a 
woman of class and beauty, 
who always greeted you with 
a smile and good spirit.  You 
could always count on her 
to tell you what was on her 
mind…even if that meant 
your clothes looked to be 
fi tting a little tighter than 
before. In her later years, 
while living in the Renais-
sance Center, her demeanor 
never altered. She stood 
strong in her faith and loved 
all. She was a crowd favorite 
at the nursing home and you 
could always count on her to 

know all the gossip. She was 
an avid Bingo player and 
hoarded all her winnings 
(candy) for her grandkids 
and nurses. You could sit 
and talk with her for hours 
on end as she would remi-
nisce on days past. She was 
a strong woman who fought 
until the end and she will 
be missed greatly by all her 
loved ones. 
Survivors
 Ima Delle was proceeded 
in death by her husband, 
Wallace Barthold; Father, 
Charlie Roeder; Mother, 
Th elma Roeder; Father in-
law, Frank Barthold; Moth-
er in-law, Opal Barthold; 
Brother, Charles Roeder 
(Dub); Sister in-law, Mae 
Roeder; Sister, Betty Jo Mc-
Cuistion; Brother in-law, 
John McCuistion; Sister, 
Ava Nelle Scott; Brother in-
law, Joe Scott; Sister, Char-
lene Boydston; Brother in-
law, Glenn Neil Boydston; 
Sister in-law, Pauline Brum-
lit; Brother in-law, Buddy 
Brumlit; Brother in-law, 
Lewis Barthold; Brother in-
law, Johnny Barthold; Sister 
in-law, Patsy Barthold; Son 
in-law, Weldon Matthews. 
 She is survived by; 
Daughter, Diana Matthews 
of Gainesville; Daughter, 
Debra Beavers and husband 
Mike Beavers of Gainesville; 
Daughter, Janie Hughes and 
husband Richard Hughes 

of Lindsay; Son, Sonny 
Barthold and wife Ferne 
Barthold of Yukon, OK; 
Grandchildren, Butch Mat-
thews and wife Hollie; Misty 
Pittman and husband Floyd; 
Lenzi Holmes and husband 
Justin; Dustin Hughes and 
wife Erika; Haley Hughes; 
Great Grandchildren, Pay-
ton Briney and husband 
Grant; Lauren Pittman; Bret 
Pittman; Savannah Holmes; 
Hayes Hughes; Great-Great 
Grandchildren, Whylie 
Briney; Yancey Briney; Step 
Grandchildren, Laramie 
Hull; Blake Tabler and wife 
Ellie; Step Great Grand-
children, Bobby Reeves and 
family; Steven Reeves and 
family; Mackenzie Pittman 
and family; Sister, Linda 
Martindale and husband 
Larry; Brother in-Law, Wil-
bur Barthold and wife Shir-
ley; Sister in-law, Martha 
Lawson and husband Jim-
my; Sister in-law, Sherian 
Dyer and husband Gene; 
Sister in-law, Margie Alsup; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Norma Staton
 
Services
 Graveside services for 
Norma Staton will be held 
at Cambridge Cemetery in 
Cambridge, KS scheduled 
for the near future.  You 
may check for service times 
and sign the online register 
at www.geojcarroll.com or 
www.milesfs.com.
History
 Norma Geraldine (Lun-
dy) Staton was born in 
Cambridge, Kansas in 
the home of her maternal 
grandparents, Daniel and 
Ivy Maude (Putnam) Ryan 
on July 5, 1922, to parents, 
Howard Kinney and Lucille 
Manilla Lundy.  She gradu-
ated from Cambridge High 
school in 1940 and married 
Richard Albert Staton on 
May 30, 1942.
 Mrs. Staton was preceded 
in death by: husband, Rich-
ard Staton on July 13, 1982; 
son Richard Larry Staton on 
October 24, 2012; mother 
on August 18, 1987; father 
on June 23, 1976; sister, 
Cleta Crawford on October 
31, 2003; sister, Winifred 
LeSuer on November 28, 
2001; brother, Amil (Bar-
ney) Lundy on October 18, 
2011; and son-in-law, Joe A. 
Shields on April 26, 2017.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Rita Arlene Smith and 
husband, Alan of Era, TX; 
daughter, Lana Gaylene 
Shields of Th e Colony; 
daughter-in-law, Sandy Sta-
ton of Winfi eld, KS; grand-
children: Sherri Burks, Alan 
Smith, Jr., Warren Smith, 
Aaron Smith, Joe R. Shields, 
Jana Shields, and Terry Bell; 
13 great-grandchildren, and 
2 great-great-grandchildren.
 Th e family would like to 
express their thanks and ap-
preciation to Th e Wheeler 
House staff , Hospice Plus, 
and many friends in the 
community for their prayers 
and support.
Donations 
 Th ose wishing to make a 
memorial donation may do 
so to the Cambridge Presby-

terian Church, Cambridge, 
KS 67023.

 John S. Aston

Services 
 A graveside service for 
John S. Aston will be held 
at 10:00 AM Monday, May 
24, 2021 in Fairview Cem-
etery with Rev. Larry Krem-
ling offi  ciating.  A visitation 
will be held Sunday from 
5:00 to 7:00 at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home.
History
 A very loved father, 
grandfather, and great-
grandfather was born on 
May 26, 1938 in Reliance, 
VA to Elizabeth and Verna 
Hugh Aston.  In 1957 he 
moved to Texas and married 
the now late Phyllis Holley-
Aston in 1960.  From 1960 
to 1968, he worked for the 
Texas Highway Department 
in Engineering.  Th en from 
1968 to 1993 he served for 
the Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.  He was former Sher-
iff  of Cooke County from 
1983 to 1992.  In 1993, 
until 2005, he served as Ser-
geant for Denton County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce where he 
retired, serving a total of 42 
years in Law Enforcement.
 Mr. Aston passed away 
in Gainesville on May 19, 
2021.
Survivors
 John has two sons, Jeff  
Aston and Keith Aston and 
wife Janine all of Gaines-
ville; 6 grandchildren:  Jen-
nifer Johnston and husband 
Jason, Jessica McCann and 
husband Eric, Cameron As-
ton and wife Lauren, Lauren 
Singer and husband Adam, 
Katie Davis and husband 
Ben, Dillon Aston and fi -
ancé Taylor Dudenhoeff er; 
6 great-grandchildren:  Ma-
dalynn and Presleigh John-
ston, Laityn and Landon 
McCann, Maverick Aston 
and Mason Ellis.
 Mr. Aston is also survived 
by his brother Mike Aston 
of Colorado, aunt and un-
cle Peggy and Bill Aston of 
Waco, in-laws Dwight and 
Hellen Holley of Gaines-
ville, and late life compan-
ion Linda Call.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Ruby Dean Stewart

Services
 Funeral services for Ruby 
Stewart, 64, of Gainesville, 
are scheduled for 2:00 P.M. 
on Friday, May 21, 2021, 
at Real Life Church with 
Pastor Bryan Smith offi  ci-
ating.  Interment will fol-
low at Reed Cemetery.  Th e 
family will receive friends 
from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. on 
Th ursday, May 20, at Geo. 

J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.
 Mrs. Stewart passed away 
May 16, 2021 in Gaines-
ville.
History
 Ruby was born October 
20, 1956 in Memphis, TX 
to Earl and Dean (Pierce) 
Th omas.  She had treasured 
memories of childhood 
summers at the family farm 
and cooking out with her 
family.  Her passions includ-
ed Dallas Cowboys Football, 
Professional Bull Riding, 
and fi shing and camping, 
particularly at Hellman’s 
Lake and Lake Nocona.  She 
was a volunteer fi re fi ghter 
and EMT and a member of 
Real Life Church.
Survivors
 Survivors include: daugh-
ter, Schelley Harrison and 
husband, Jason, of Gaines-
ville; daughter, Lindy Hack-
er and husband, Chris, of 
Myra; son, James Stewart of 
Gainesville; grandchildren: 
Harli, Emily, and Karissa; 
brother, Don Th omas and 
wife, Veda, of Saint Jo; sister, 
Jenette Van Meter of Noco-
na; sister, Mary Stewart and 
husband, Terry, of Saint Jo; 
sister-in-law, Sharon Muller 
and husband, Steve, of 
Myra; brother-in-law, Larry 
Stewart and wife, Kerrie, of 
Lindsay; and many beloved 
nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es, great-nephews, and cous-
ins.
 Mrs. Stewart was preceded 
in death by: husband, Den-
nis Stewart; and parents, 
Earl and Dean Th omas.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Home Hospice of 
Cooke County.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Ike Joe
Haverland, Jr.

Services
 Ike Joe Haverland Jr., 
65, passed away on May 
22nd, 2021 at his residence. 
Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Meador Funeral Home in 
Gainesville. A celebration 
of life will be held at a later 
date. 
History
 Ike was born on July 16th, 
1955 to Ike Joe Haverland 
Sr. and Patsy McAdams 
Haverland in Lubbock, 
TX. He loved playing in his 
band “West Texas Hwy” as 
the drummer when he was 
younger. Ike was an avid 
sports fan and he loved drag 
racing. He was a wonderful 
dad and loved his grandchil-
dren very much.
Survivors
 He is survived by his son 
Chad and Megan Haver-
land of Georgetown, TX, 
son Justin Haverland of 
Denton, TX; one grand-
daughter Annika Haver-
land; one grandson Henry 
Haverland; his dog Buster 
Haverland; mother of his 
sons Robie Haverland of 
Corinth, TX. He consid-
ered Lake Kiowa area his 
extended family. 

John “Johnny” Phillip 
Pembroke

Services
 John “Johnny” Phillip 
Pembroke of Valley View, 
Texas, passed away unex-
pectedly Th ursday, May 20, 
leaving behind an adoring 
family and countless friends. 
 A memorial service will 
be held Sunday, May 30, at 
Meadors Funeral Home in 
Gainesville. Visitation is at 
2:30 p.m. and the service 
begins at 3 p.m.
 Honorary pallbearers are 
Butch Martin, Hank Skip-
worth and Chase Perry. 
History
 Blessed with a magnetic 
personality and unmatched 
wit, he was always the life 
of the party, bringing laugh-
ter and adventure wherever 
he went, and will be greatly 
missed.
 Born June 17, 1965, in 
Gainesville, Texas, to Joe 
Dan and Jessie Lou Phillips 
Pembroke, he was a 1983 

(Continued on Page 9)
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Obituaries

You can reach us at 940-612-8840 to 
schedule an appointment.

NTMC Orthopedics, of  ce of Chris Vissers,
MD will be relocating to 1615 Hospital 

Blvd in the NTMC Medical Of  ce Building 
2 (MOB2) as of June 2, 2021.  The phone 

number, staff and excellent customer service 
will remain the same.  

LOOK WHO’S #1, 
AGAIN !!! 
KGAF AM/FM  
IS THE  NUMBER 1 
RADIO STATION IN  
COOKE COUNTY ! 
THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING US #1 ! 
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Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

Did the GOP Just Dodge a Bullet?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

When he took the fl oor 
of the Senate to reject the 
Democrats’ Jan. 6 Com-
mission, Mitch McCon-
nell may have salvaged his 
party’s chances to recapture 
the House in 2022.
 For that commission, be-
ing spun as a “bipartisan” 
eff ort to learn what “really 
happened” in the Capitol 
that fateful day, is a Demo-
cratic scheme to have the 
left’s version of events on 
Jan. 6 enshrined as the of-
fi cial history of the United 
States.
 And what is the left’s ver-
sion?
 It is that the forced entry 
and fi ve-hour occupation 
of the Capitol by hundreds 

of Trumpists was “an at-
tempted coup d’etat,” an 
“armed insurrection,” an 
act of “domestic terrorism,” 
the “worst attack on the 
Capitol since the British 
burned it down in the War 
of 1812” -- and a “threat to 
our democracy” unrivaled 
since the Civil War.
 Moreover, those who 
shouted, “Hang Mike 
Pence!” were out to kill 
the vice president to pre-
vent his doing his duty and 
overseeing the count of the 
electoral votes that would 
make Joe Biden president.
 And the instigation and 
inspiration for the assault 
was Donald Trump’s two 
months of promoting the 
“Big Lie” that the presi-
dential election had been 
“rigged” and “stolen,” as 
was his rally speech on the 
Mall that day that called on 
his followers to march on 
the Capitol.
  Th is is the party line the 
establishment wants writ-
ten into the record as the 
offi  cial version of events 
that day.
 But is that the truth, or is 
that a painted-up version of 
the truth? 
 While the mob that 

breached the Capitol in the 
afternoon of Jan. 6 was no 
“normal tourist visit,” as 
one GOP congressman has 
suggested, nor was it an at-
tempted coup or an armed 
insurrection. 
 No statue in the Capitol 
was pulled down, as would 
have been the case had an-
tifa or BLM invaded the 
building. No painting was 
desecrated. No act of arson 
was committed. No gun 
was drawn, or brandished, 
or fi red by Proud Boys or 
Oath Keepers or Trumpists 
within the building.
 Th e lone victim of gun-
fi re in the Capitol that 
day was an Air Force vet-
eran with a decade of ser-
vice, Ashli Babbitt, who 
was shot in the neck by a 
Capitol cop from the other 
side of a closed door to the 
speaker’s chamber. 
 Babbitt was engaged in 
an unlawful act, but noth-
ing she was trying to do 
justifi es her being shot to 
death. Four months later, 
we still do not know the 
identity of the cop who 
killed her. 
 Th is is not to excuse what 
went on during that inva-
sion of the Capitol, which 

was a shameful disgrace. 
Cops were assaulted and in-
jured as the crowd smashed 
its way in. Windows were 
shattered. Offi  ces, includ-
ing the speaker’s, were ran-
sacked. Crimes were com-
mitted.
 But the people who 
should sort this out and 
allocate blame where it be-
longs are police and FBI 
investigators and U.S. and 
D.C. prosecutors, not po-
litical partisans in the war-
ring parties of a polarized 
nation.
 Democrats had antici-
pated that the commission 
hearings would rivet the 
nation and media’s atten-
tion all this year, with the 
fi nal report coming out at 
year’s end. Th is would en-
able the Democrats and 
their media allies to make 
Trump’s actions on Jan. 6 -- 
the worst day of his presi-
dency -- and not the record 
of Joe Biden -- the issue of 
2022.
 When Trump labeled 
this commission idea a 
“Democratic trap,” he 
nailed it. Republican Sen-
ate Whip John Th une also 
got it right:
 “Anything that gets us re-

hashing the 2020 election... 
is a day lost on being able 
to draw a contrast between 
us and the Democrats’ very 
radical left-wing agenda.” 
 To establish the com-
mission, which was ap-
proved on Wednesday by 
the House, Senate Demo-
crats now need to fi nd 10 
Republican votes, which, 
after McConnell’s declared 
opposition, they do not 
have.
 Th is “national commis-
sion” gambit is an old one 
in U.S. politics
  In 1967, after urban ri-
ots in the Black communi-
ties of Newark and Detroit, 
LBJ appointed a National 
Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders. Lib-
eral Democratic Governor 
Otto Kerner was named 
chairman and ultra-liberal 
Republican Mayor John 
Lindsay of New York vice 
chairman. 
 Early in election year 
1968, the Kerner Com-
mission declared that white 
racism was the underlying 
cause of the Black riots. 
 And this has since been a 
recurring theme of the left.
 Again, this not to excuse 
what took place on Jan. 6.

 But if it was an insur-
rection, an act of sedition, 
an attempted coup, an act 
of domestic terrorism, the 
conspirators should be 
charged in court, for each 
of these is a specifi c crime. 
And if anyone plotted to 
kill Mike Pence, then they 
should be charged with 
that and put on trial. 
 But it would be folly for 
the GOP to cooperate in a 
Democratic scheme to in-
dict the GOP and Trump 
presidency in the court of 
public opinion for abetting 
something close to treason, 
which did not happen.
 Th e Jan. 6 national com-
mission idea, understand-
ably supported by every 
congressional Democrat, 
belongs in the dumpster.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
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By Froma Harrop

Tradition tells us that, come 
the midterms, the presi-
dent’s party loses seats in 
the House. If this tradition 
holds in 2022, that could 
be bad news for Democrats, 
whose House majority now 

stands at only nine seats. 
 But history of late doesn’t 
seem to be commandeering 
the driver’s seat. Right after 
Joe Biden turned Georgia 
blue, Politico confi dently 
stated that to win the state’s 
two Senate runoff s on Jan. 
5, “the Democratic Party 
will have to defy a long track 
record of failure in overtime 
elections.” So everyone be-
lieved, Democrats included. 
“Everyone” was wrong.
 Special elections tend to 
produce low turnout, and 
former president Donald 
Trump wasn’t on the ballot 
to motivate Democrats to 
show up. But while Trump 
wasn’t on the ballot, he was 
in voters’ heads. Democrats 
took both seats. 
 And that was the day 
(SET ITAL) before (END 
ITAL) Trump sent his 
goons on a rampage at the 
Capitol. Rather than out-
rightly condemning that 
violent attack on the de-

mocracy, Republicans are 
trying to downplay a horror 
Americans saw with their 
own eyes. Rather than evict 
the man who incited it from 
party leadership, Repub-
licans have doubled down 
in demanding servile obe-
dience to the toxic fi gure 
now walking the corridors 
at Mar-a-Lago.
 As a result, Trump will 
still be in the voters’ heads 
come Nov. 8, 2022. And 
the party-turned-personali-
ty cult seems to be ignoring 
how unlovable most voters 
fi nd its object of adoration. 
Or perhaps it doesn’t know. 
 Th e National Republican 
Congressional Committee 
recently withheld inter-
nal polling showing weak 
Trump support in key swing 
districts. His unfavorable 
ratings were 15 points high-
er in these districts than his 
favorable ones. (Recall also 
that Trump left offi  ce with 
an approval rating below 

40 percent, the lowest for 
a fi rst-term president since 
Jimmy Carter.)
 One imagines that as the 
2022 election approaches, 
Republicans in swingable 
districts will say the party 
has moved beyond Trump. 
Th e evidence so far says oth-
erwise. 
 A Gallup poll from Feb-
ruary found that Ameri-
cans’ favorable opinion of 
the Republican Party had 
fallen to 37 percent, while 
48 percent saw the Demo-
cratic Party in a positive 
light. It also reported that 
a record-high 63 percent 
of Republicans supported 
a third party, as opposed to 
46 percent of Democrats. 
And though 68 percent of 
Republicans wanted Trump 
to remain party leader, only 
47 percent of Republican-
leaning independents -- less 
than half -- felt that way. 
 Meanwhile, the midterm 
tradition isn’t unbreakable. 

In 2002, the party of then-
President George W. Bush 
took another eight seats in 
the House and two in the 
Senate. Th ose elections took 
place about a year after the 
trauma of 9/11. Th e next 
midterms are scheduled 
about a year after another 
national trauma, the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the end of 
which President Joe Biden 
will have presided over. 
 In 2022, Democrats will 
be defending only seven 
House seats in districts 
Trump won. No Senate 
seat in a state that voted for 
Trump will be up for grabs. 
And the economy is expect-
ed to continue booming.
 Republicans had a way 
out with Liz Cheney, a 
rock-ribbed conservative 
from Wyoming willing to 
condemn Trump for his ef-
forts to cancel the will of the 
voters and for stoking the 
insurrection. But no, the 

cult turned Cheney into the 
enemy rather than a path 
for renewed respectability. 
 Some Republican opera-
tives may hope that the vot-
ers will have relegated the 
Jan. 6 outrage to “the past.” 
Good luck with that. A 
leadership that, six months 
after the election -- four 
months after the riot -- still 
won’t concede that Trump 
lost will have a hard time 
rewriting that vivid history 
by next year. In any case, 
Trump won’t let them. And 
neither will Democrats.
 Follow Froma Harrop 
on Twitter @FromaHar-
rop. She can be reached at 
fharrop@gmail.com. To 
fi nd out more about Froma 
Harrop and read features by 
other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

Th e 2022 Midterms Might Surprise Us

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Belated “Th ank Yous” 
to Ken Leach and Carolyn 
Hook (Letters 5/12/21). 
 Th anks to legislators 
who demonstrate care for 
BORN children. Texas is 
50th in foster care. Our 
Early Childhood Interven-
tion moved due to lack of 
funding.
 Can “heart beat bill” 
signers spell “Hypocrite?”

Carmen Karston
Gainesville

Letter

to the 

Editor
The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
 Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers 
to submit letters to the editor. Letters should include 
the author’s name, address and daytime phone num-
ber. No letter will be printed without confi rmation 
from the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-
point.  
 Lengthy letters may require condensing. Con-
fi rmed letters will be printed as space allows. Letters 
that are not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that 
the author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 
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Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Timothy Taylor reported 
theft of copper in the 600 
block of North I-35.
 Olathe Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep reported false name, 
information, forgery of ve-
hicle registration.
 Betty Hernandez re-
ported an accident involv-
ing damage to a vehicle less 
than $200 in the 300 block 
of North Grand Avenue.
 Julia Ann Murrell re-
ported theft of a cell phone 
valued at less than $750 
in the 2600 block of East 
Highway 82.
 John Edward Garrett 
reported theft of a pres-
sure washer and chainsaw 
valued at less than $750 
in the 900 block of South 
Clements Street.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of possession drug 
paraphernalia in the 2100 
block of North I-35.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of theft of property 
in the 700 block of True-
love Street.
 Police issued a citation 
for possession of drug para-
phernalia in the 500 block 
of West California Street.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of harassment in the 
900 block of East Highway 
82.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
open alcohol container in 
a vehicle in the 3700 block 
of North I-35.
 Police investigated a 
complaint of loud noise/
music in the 700 block of 
Mooney Street.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
100 block of South I-35.
 Police investigated an 
incident of possession 
of drug paraphernalia in 
the 1300 block of North 
Grand Avenue.

Arrest Log
 Nathaniel D. Johnson, 
22, misdemeanor warrants 
arrest.
 Brandon L Geeslin, 24, 

driving while intoxicated, 
unlawful carrying of weapon.
 Tamara L. Bailey, 41, 
warrant arrest.
 John A. Brown, 46, mis-
demeanor warrant arrest.
 John A Haney, 49, driv-
ing while intoxicated.
 Elizabeth K. Miller, 62, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Savannah L. Wright, 27, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram, warrant arrest.
 Alex G. Parry, 46, pos-

session of drug parapher-
nalia.’
 Kirby L. McAfee, 55, 
public intoxication with 
three prior convictions.
 Edgar L. Balderas-Su-
arez, 37, public intoxica-
tion.
 Jorge G. Carranza, 29, 
failure to appear on theft 
of property less than $750, 
bond enhancement.
 Dominic V. Lucius, 54, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.
 Doris D. Becknell, 43, 
two misdemeanor warrant 

arrests.
 Quhala C. McGinnis, 
29, public intoxication.
 Brian O. Welch, 20, pos-
session of marijuana less 
than two ounces.
 Esli L. Lopez, 19, driving 
while intoxicated, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
 Alan C. Martinez, public 
intoxication, possession of 
drug paraphernalia.
 Matthew J. Perez, 19, 
public intoxication, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
 Billie J. Davis, 33, two 
misdemeanor warrants.

COOKE COUNTY 
– The following cases 
were filed and decided 
in the 235th District 
Court.

Cases Filed
 Ashley Brooke Jasso vs. 
Angel Jasso, divorce.
 Cooke County et al vs. 
James Price, tax cases.

Cases Decided
 Norma O. Balderas 
Ovalle vs. Oscar Mercado 
Gomez, agreed judge-
ments, divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

Welcome Back Stanford House - The Stanford House offi cially reopened Tues-
day, May 4, 2021, at 11 a.m.  Over 75 showed to lend their glee and support to such a 
monumental day.  Said Mayor Jim Goldsworthy, “I am in my last six hours (as your 
mayor), and I feel the best vibe here at the Stanford House.  What this place offers 
is so important and such a blessing to our senior population.”  The Stanford House 
is the golden link to quality of life in Gainesville and Cooke County.  A sense of be-
longing, self value and worth, friendship, volunteerism, comfort and fellowship for 
those 55+ are under the roof at 401 W. Garnett in Gainesville.  All are welcome. 
For more information, please contact Interim Director Nancy Brannon at 940-668-
1452, email StanfordHouseGainesvilleTX@yahoo.com.             (Courtesy Photo)  

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru May 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

WHY THROW 
AWAY MONEY?

money on your checking account? After all, it’s your money.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

COOKE COUNTY 
–  Th e very popular “Art 
in the Stacks” classes are 
back this summer! Th e li-
brary will be off ering two 
diff erent classes for two 
diff erent age groups. “Art 
in the Stacks” encourages 
children to create, learn & 
read about the world of art. 
Library staff  will assist stu-
dents to create and com-
plete an art project. 
 Th e classes for children 
ages 5 – 7 years old will be 
held on Monday, June 14, 
2021 and Monday, July 

12, 2021 from 10:30am – 
11:30am.
 Th e classes for children 
ages 8 – 12 years old will 
be held on Monday, June 
28, 2021 and Monday, July 
26, 2021 from 10:30am – 
11:30am.
 Each class has only 10 
slots & attendees will need 
to sign up to attend. Sign 
up for the classes will start 
May 17, 2021.
 “We so excited to be 
off ering these classes this 
summer. Be sure to sign 
your kid(s) up as soon as 

possible as there are only 
10 slots. Remember due 
to the COVID pandemic 
restrictions this is all that 
will be allowed in each 
class. We can’t wait to see 
the kids! It’s been way too 
long.” said Library Di-
rector, Jennifer Johnson-
Spence.   
 Please call the library at 
940-668-5530 with any 
questions. 
 Funding for this proj-
ect is made possible by 
the Friends of the Cooke 
County Library.

County Library Off ers 

‘Art in the Stacks’ Class

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx

2017 Nissan Murano
Platinum

2016 Jeep Renegade
Latitude, 4x4 2017 Nissan Altima

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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734 N. Grand Avenue  |  Gainesville  |  940.668.9000
WWW.GAINESVILLETXDENTIST.COM

AWARDED THE 
BEST DENTAL
OFFICE IN TOWN

3 Years in 

a Row

New equipment to better serve you!
Lower Radiations | Painless | Convenient | Accurate

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

Hours: M-F 7:30am-6pm. Sat, Sun & Holidays 9-9:30am & 5-5:30pm

K-9 KLIPS & KENNELS
Vacation in our Central 
Heated and A/C Facility 

With Free Yard Time
During The Day!

7450 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
(940) 665-9466 • (940) 665-8500

Gainesville Approves Rezone

Tract on Justice Center Blvd
(Continued from Page 1)

time to compact and pack 
soil at gravesites. “So we’d 
have less issues with settle-
ment [of gravesites].”
 Sullivan also reported 
$129,000 in “hard savings 
over ten years.”
 “Th at’s hard money,” he 
said. “But if you include 
all the savings where peo-
ple weren’t having to mow 
so the soft costs would be 
$641,000 savings which 
would give us more time 
when we’re doing chemical 
treatments, edging, take 
more time when we are 
cutting branches and trim-
ming trees, take care of the 
general grounds a little bit 
better.”
 Th e council opened and 
closed a public hearing on 
the land use assumptions 
and Capital Improvements 
Plan relating to impact fees 

for the city and Gainesville 
Extraterritorial Jurisdic-
tion. Th e item was ap-
proved unanimously.
 Impact fees are autho-
rized under the Texas Lo-
cal Government Code and 
are charged in association 
with new developments to 
help with construction or 
expansion of infrastructure 
required for the develop-
ment.
 Sullivan noted the study 
is like “looking through a 
crystal ball” to determine 
future needs and growth in 
the city. 
 Th e council also ap-
proved July 6, 2021 for a 
public hearing to discuss 
impact fees for the city and 
for its extraterritorial juris-
diction.
 Th e council approved a 
resolution electing to be-
come eligible to participate 
in tax abatements. Th e res-

olution amends the city’s 
tax abatement guidelines 
from August of 2019  to 
reduce section 6 from the 
threshold of $100,000 to 
$50,000 on inventories 
and vehicles.
 Th e council also voted 
to approve an ordinance of 
the city amending Chapter 
19- water and sewers, in-
dustrial wastes of the city.
 “Th e biggest thing in 
this is it’s 40 pages and 
unless you’re in the indus-
try that produces one of 
these toxins or wastes or 
even fats, oils and greases 
you’re not going to un-
derstand most of it but 
basically, it’s to make sure 
these chemicals and these 
products that these indus-
tries use, there are certain 
things that if it gets into 

our system we can’t get 
it out the way we treat, 
so they have to treat it at 
their facility fi rst,” Sul-
livan said. “Also some of 
these can get in and kill 
some of our good bugs or 
our bacterial organisms 
that are in our wastewater 
treatment plant that eat 
the waste and help clean 
the waste… it can kill the 
plant and you have to get 
it going back.”
 Finally, the council voted 
unanimously to approve an 
action amending Chapter 
13, Section V of the code 
of ordinances of the city 
amending the defi nition of 
prohibited noises and noise 
producing vibration from 
vehicles and to amend ex-
emptions under the char-
ter.

Sentences
Issued for 
Felony
Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 James William Emerson, 
39, was convicted of the 
October 16, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
and received four years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, four years’ proba-
tion, a $1,000 fi ne plus res-
titution and court costs. 
 Michael Anthony Pol-
lard, 65, received three 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs in connec-
tion with the February 4, 
2020 third degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than four grams.
 Samuel Budd Boyd Jr., 
51, was convicted of the 
April 14, 2019 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to two years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, a $500 fi ne plus 

restitution and court costs.
 Duane Anthony Elzy, 49, 
was convicted of the July 2, 
2020 fi rst degree felony of-
fense of aggravated assault 
with a weapon, family vio-
lence and was sentenced to 
seven years confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Ignacio Leyva-Frayre, 
40, was convicted of the 
January 12, 2020 third de-
gree felony off ense of driv-
ing while intoxicated third 
or more and was sentenced 
to two years confi nement 
in a state jail facility, a 
$4,500 fi ne plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Rickey Lynn Self, 39, 
was sentenced to three 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
December 18, 2020 third 
degree felony off ense of 
assault family violence im-
pede breathing/circulation. 
Self was also sentenced to 
three years’ probation, a 
$500 and court costs in 
connection with the De-
cember 18, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of abandon-
ing or endangering a child.
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A New Legacy of Care.

Call (940) 612-8750 to schedule an appointment 
with a caring healthcare provider today.

801 N. Grand Avenue
Gainesville, TX 76240
www.ntmconline.net

Kathy Ellis, MSN, APRN Zaira Jorai-Khan, DO

Obstetrics/Gynecology

Molly Isola, MD

Obstetrics/Gynecology

Tracy Wang, MD

Bethany Chico Rachael VargheseRachel Lawrence

Good Health Starts with Great Care

!! SNAKES IN THE GRASS !! 
Part 3

My my, it seems the former mayor does not take cri  cism well!

It seems the former mayor is a li  le thin-skinned!

It seems the former mayor’s pan  es are in a wad! 

I really expected a more graceful exit by his honor, the former mayor, given his smiling 
countenance on area billboards, but, unfortunately, in last week’s editorial we were
treated to the most vitriolic and rage-  lled ran  ngs of a former elected o   cial who
viciously a  acked a ci  zen of this town that dared, dared I say, to ques  on some of the 
former mayor’s dictatorial acts while in o   ce. 

Apparently the former mayor believes only the most perfect person, beyond reproach in 
all areas of life, should be allowed to speak out against ques  onable acts and direc  ves 
issued by the ruling elite. That requirement, if exercised in this country in 1776, would 
have derailed this country’s revolu  on against tyranny before it even got started! 

My dear former mayor, Sir, this is the United States of America, and freedom of speech
is one of our most dear liber  es. You, of all people, should recognize and support this 
most cherished of our rights, instead of condemning those who have ques  oned your 
past decisions and management style. 

SO LONG FORMER MAYOR - ITS BEEN GREAT FUN KNOWING YOU! 

Jim Aus  n
423 South Dixon
Gainesville, TX 76240
940/736-9562 
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Snuggs receives Leadership Award - Angel Neu presents an award 
to Precinct 2 Commissioner Jason Snuggs at the May 24, regu-
lar commissioners court meeting for participation in the V.G. Young 
Institute of County Government.                       (The Weekly News Photo)  

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce. 
 Blake Houston McK-
inzie, 28, Whitesboro and 
Baleigh Danielle White, 
28, Whitesboro.
 Harold Gene Arnett, 82, 
Mustang, Oklahoma and 
Cassandra Dawn Mills, 38, 

Mustang.
 Jimmy Charles Bates, 
50, Oak Ridge and Jamie 
Lue Hogg, 46, Oak Ridge.
 Christian Levi Jackson, 
31, Gainesville and Lora 
Allean Pinder, 27, Gaines-
ville.
 Brian Paul Garfi eld, 53, 
Yukon, Oklahoma and 
Kendi Denae Starr, 42, Yu-
kon.

 Richard Wayne Burns, 
38, Whitesboro and Whit-
ney Nicole Demoss, 30, 
Whitesboro.
 Tomoria Marquis Green, 
39, Gainesville and Sha-
nae Lynrae Manuel, 31, 
Gainesville.
 Joshua Wayne Taylor, 
24, Oklahoma City and 
Morgan Elena Ayers, 21, 
Oklahoma City.

Marriage License
Requests Received

The Weekly News
Where Cooke County

Gets its News!

Medicare Advantage                                                        
Home Health Plans•Long Term Care

Confused about Medicare??
“I have the answers to your questions!”

Lowest Rates on Medicare Supplements

SENIOR SOLUTIONS
ENROLLMENT CENTER

Jodi Finkenbinder

903.814.4096
1720 County Road 219 • Gainesville

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

Steve Gaylord A orney at Law 

Texas A&M Law—Cum Laude 
Wills & Trusts 

Probate  

Local Government  

Consumer Law 

Landlord/Tenant 

General Civil  

Free 30 minute phone or zoom consulta on — (940) 726-6114 Valley View, TX  

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

Serving N-C Texas & S-OK
Family Owned & Operated

Over 15 Years Experience
Always Happy Customers!

Kings247MobileRVService@gmail.com
940-229-4780
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 Commissioners ap-
proved the following con-
sent agenda items:
 Minutes of previous 
meetings.
 Departmental reports 
for Commissioner, Pct. 
1 – April, Tax-Assessor 
Collector – April; District 
Attorney – April; County 
Attorney – April and EMS 
– April.
 Fiscal year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll and related ex-
penses.
 Mutual Aid Agreement 
with North Shore VFD.
 Acceptance of $519.90 
donation from James 
Bateman for installation 
of culvert access to help 
with water drainage in 
Pct. 1.
 Updated virtual key-
pad customer agreement 
from three buildings to 
four buildings with Four 
Feathers Alarm LLC.
 Lease agreement with 
RDO for John Deere road 
grader for Pct. 4.

 Surplus by auction of 
inventory of a 2011 Ford 
Expedition in Constable 
Pct. 2 inventory.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved the treasurer’s re-
port for April 2021.
 Angel Neu of Commis-
sioners Court Leadership 
Academy presented a cer-
tifi cate to Commissioner 
Pct. 2 Jason Snuggs for his 
participation in the V.G. 
Young Institute of County 
Government.
 Th e commissioners took 
no action on the Public 
Health Emergency Decla-
ration for COVID-19.
 “I think everyone knows 
we have rescinded the 
emergency declaration for 
Cooke County,” County 
Judge Steve Starnes said. 
“as well as lifted all of the 
regulations concerning 
mask-wearing and tem-
perature taking. So, we’ll 
take no action on that.”
 Th e commissioners also 
heard a fi scal year 2020 
annual fi nancial report 
from outside auditor Pa-
tillo, Brown & Hill, LLP. 
Auditor Manager Kent 
Willis presented the re-

port. Willis said the audit 
is an approximately “four 
week process.” 
 Th e commissioners 
unanimously approved the 
audit which was declared 
to be in good order.
 In addition, the com-
missioners voted to ap-
prove account applica-
tion, customer agreement, 
bond proceed certifi cate, 
governmental customer 
trading authorization and 
suitably certifi cate FIN-
RA Rule 11 with Vining 
Sparks.
 Th e commissioners also 
voted to approve a request 
by Ronald and Kathy Jes-
sen for special exception 
for a variance on 12.8 
acres of a 45 + acres tract 
on Elm Grove Road in 
Precinct 2.
 Next, commissioners 
approved replat of lots 1R, 
2R and 3R of Cannon Es-
tates in Pct. 1.
 Th e commissioners 
also approved three new 
members for the Cooke 
County Historical Com-
mission.
 Th e commissioners ap-
proved an Enterprise Eth-

ernet agreement with Nor-
tex for connectivity with 
Denton County for radio 
communications.
 “What this is, is a dedi-
cated line that will run 
from the Cooke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce to the Den-
ton County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce,” Pct. 1 Commissioner 
Gary Hollowell said, add-
ing “Nortex wanted to 
make sure we knew that to 
get to Denton County, we 
had to use two other pro-
viders.”
 Pct. 4 Commissioner 
Leon Klement asked if 
the cost of the service is 
$1,300 a month and Hol-
lowell verifi ed it will be. 
Th e plan is set to begin 
in September or October, 
Hollowell said.
 Austin Willis of Bell-
town Power Texas pre-
sented a report in prepara-
tion for a request for a tax 
abatement for a solar farm 
battery off  Highway 82 
approximately 2 and a half 
miles west of Muenster. 
 Willis said his organiza-
tion would seek a 50 per-
cent tax abatement for 10 
years.
 Th e court also took no 
action on repairs to the 
Kress building.
 Starnes also noted he 
has prepared a letter to 
the executive director of 
the Texas Historical Com-
mission regarding mov-
ing some county offi  ces 
to the Cooke County an-
nex building. Th e offi  ces 
include veteran’s aff airs, 
emergency management 
and septic and subdivi-
sion. Th e commission-
ers offi  ces would be relo-
cated to “offi  ces directly 
across the street from the 
courthouse,” Starnes said. 
Commissioners voted 4-1 
to approve the letter with 
Pct. 4 Commissioner Leon 
Klement voting against 
the letter.

Commissioners Vote to Oppose 

Creation of Utility Districts
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graduate of Valley View 
High School, where he was a 
member of the 1980 Eagles 
state championship football 
team and — to the surprise 
of his family — a competi-
tion-winning typist. He lat-
er attended North Central 
Texas College. 
 Johnny spent much of 
his career in the energy in-
dustry, including almost a 
decade at Quasar Energy 
Services. Most recently, he 
worked at Jonah Skipworth 
Plumbing.
 Naturally athletic and 
fi ercely competitive, he ex-
celled at every sport and 
game he played, from high 
school football and basket-
ball to farm ball (basket-
ball), horseshoes and spades 
with family and friends. 
Self-taught, he was an ex-
pert springboard and plat-
form diver. His specialties 
were his double fl ip and his 
one-and-a-half gainer with 
a half-twist — which he 
could do forward and back-
ward. Johnny was so proud 
to teach those skills to his 
son, Joe Don “Hootie” Pem-
broke, and they entertained 
family and friends with their 
acrobatics off  diving boards, 
docks and pond ropes. He 
also loved golfi ng, hunting, 
fi shing, skiing, dancing and 
all sports.
 A friend, encourager and 
avid fan, Johnny was always 
the loudest cheerleader in 
the stands at games and 
competitions involving 
his son, nieces, nephews 
and any other Valley View 
Eagles team. He also was 
a peewee basketball coach 
and enjoyed sharing his love 
of the game with kids, who 
never knew what funny an-
tic Coach Johnny would do 
next. 
 Known for his special 
charm and fun-loving per-
sonality, Johnny quickly 
made friends wherever he 
went. Loyal and generous, 
he maintained those friend-
ships throughout his life. 
Always ready with a joke or 
quip, he spread laughter all 
around him. He also had 
an uncanny knack for giv-
ing people nicknames that 
stuck. Th is was just another 
way he made people feel 
special.
 Johnny was preceded in 
death by his parents and his 
sister, Dana Jean Pembroke. 
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
son, Hootie; stepson Ja-
cob Pembroke; brother 
James Pembroke; sisters El-
len Pembroke Schnieder-
jan and husband Tim and 
Le’Ann Pembroke Callihan 
and husband Mark; nieces 
Krisha Grisz and husband 
Zach, Joezy Caff ey and hus-
band Justin, Kelli Harrison, 
Savanna Schniederjan and 

Julie Johnson and husband 
Jason; nephews Jesse Pem-
broke and wife Nichole, 
Tell Harrison, Kirk Schnie-
derjan, Reece Callihan and 
River Callihan; four great-
nieces; fi ve great-nephews; 
many cousins; and innu-
merable friends.
 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” John 3:16

Margaret Christine 
Hutchins

Services
 Graveside services 
for Margaret Christine 
Hutchins, 63, of Gaines-
ville, are set for 2:00 PM 
Monday, May 24, 2021 at 
the Callisburg Cemetery 
under the direction of the 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home. No visitation is 
planned.
History
 Christine was born on 
April 20, 1958 in Gaines-
ville to George Everette 
Watson and Margaret Helen 
(Klein) Watson. She passed 
away on May 20, 2021 in 
Carrollton.
Survivors
 Christine is survived by 
her husband Benjamin 
Hutchins of Gainesville; sis-
ter Kathleen Cravens of Cal-
lisburg; grandchildren Isaiah 
Cornejo, and Ezra Cornejo; 
nephew Eric Cornejo and 
his wife Tori; niece Rachel 
Price and her husband Pres-
ton; nephew Kevin Cra-
vens; nephew Domonique 
Cornejo; and great- nieces 
and great-nephews Allison 
Price, Carlyn Cravens, Jaxyn 
Cravens, Noah Cravens, and 
Halo Cravens.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents; and sister 
Donna Cornejo.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Phil Mullins

Services
 Mass of Christian Burial 
for Philip Lee ‘Phil’ Mullins, 
age 76, of Muenster will be 
held at 10:00 AM on Fri-
day, May 21, 2021 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. Ro-
sary and Vigil will be held at 
6:00 PM on Th ursday, May 
20, 2021 at Scott Funeral 
Home in Muenster. 
History
 Phil was born on August 
9, 1944 in Morton, Wash-
ington. He was the second 
of four sons. A tumultu-
ous childhood led Phil to 
a more self-reliant life at 
a young age. After years of 
traveling and taking on odd 
jobs to survive, he joined 
a carnival and was a tilt-a-
whirl operator. In August 
of 1969, the carnival was 
at the Cooke County Fair 
and that is where skinny, 
scrawny bold Phil saw a girl 
delivering meat and being a 
smart mouth, he asked her if 
she had time to get married. 
Little did he know, Pauline 
Tempel found that to be 
charming.
 A couple of months later 
on the morning of Pauline’s 
18th birthday, October 22, 
1969, the two snuck to the 
courthouse and got mar-
ried. Th e family joke was 
that they had a true shotgun 
wedding because Pauline’s 
uncle actually showed up to 
the courthouse with a gun 
to stop the wedding!
 Pauline and Phil wel-
comed their fi rstborn, a 

daughter, Marcy in Decem-
ber of 1970. A son, Dar-
rell, who was named after 
Phil’s older brother that 
passed away in a logging ac-
cident, was born in January 
of 1972. Even though they 
only had 2 children at the 
time, everyone thought they 
had so many more because 
they helped raise Pauline’s 
younger siblings. In 1978, 
they had their daughter 
Holly.
 Phil worked in the oil 
fi elds, hauled hay, and be-
came an equipment opera-
tor in the sand and gravel 
industry. No matter what he 
did, he always managed to 
fi nd a reason to cook for ev-
eryone. Some of his favorite 
stories were making turtle 
soup for Zeke Hess, cooking 
a skunk for a coworker who 
constantly was stealing oth-
er’s food, and throwing par-
ties so he could cook for the 
kids’ friends. He always said 
if smoke is rolling out of the 
smoker, then you know you 
are invited over for some 
BBQ!
 Even though he was a big, 
rough and tough man, Phil 

had a huge heart and a soft 
spot for a hard luck story. 
He always tried to help 
people. One time, he saw 
a young couple on the side 
of the road. Phil stopped to 
help them. He ended up not 
only giving them money but 
brought their dog home so it 
had a safe place to stay until 
they could return and gave 
them a motorcycle helmet. 
He was always a fi rm believ-
er in not judging a book by 
its cover.
 He also loved to trade 
anything; he formed many 
friendships this way. Al-
ways asking “what do you 
have to trade?”, “what do 
you want?”, and “what’s the 
boot?”. Sometimes he would 
chuckle and say, “he got the 
best of me on that one”. He 
and Meatball would argue 
for hours about the stuff  
they would swap back and 
forth to each other.
 Phil was a huge animal 
lover, always having dogs 
and every kind of animal 
possible. Everyone in town, 
especially the workers at 
Sonic, knew Phil and Rusty, 
his chocolate lab. Every day 

Phil would take Rusty for a 
ride which seemed to always 
include a trip to Sonic for 
Rusty to get ice cream. After 
Rusty passed, Phil adopted 
Sam and spoiled him just as 
much.
 Th e girls drafted him and 
Pauline as the unoffi  cial 
mascots of the PTO where 
they got to visit, catch up, 
and get to know the kids at 
school while cheering them 
on. Phil would always perk 
up on game days.
 Dad was a big fan of hit-
ting the backroads for a 
Sunday drive, telling a story 
about some adventure he 
and Johnny had, or “this is 
the corn fi eld he and mom 
robbed while Lenny and 
Benny were in the same fi eld 
as well”, or “this is where 
Pooder and Greg got into a 
little trouble!!”
 When Pauline passed just 
seven short months before 
their 50th anniversary, it 
really devastated him. So, 
now, after 805 days, he re-
united with his soulmate in 
heaven on May 17, 2021.
Survivors

Phil is survived by daugh-

ters: Marcy Mullins of 
Muenster and Holly Mul-
lins of Muenster; son: Dar-
rell and wife Jeanann Mull-
ins of Stephenville; brother: 
Th om Mullins and family 
of Mica, WA; sisters-in-law 
and brothers-in-law: Lucille 
and husband Steve Jeff ries 
of Gainesville, Babe and 
husband Henry Knabe of 
Muenster, Charlie Switzer of 
Myra, Norma and husband 
Alan Britain of Forestburg, 
and Peachy and husband 
Scott Switzer of Overbook, 
OK; honorary daughter: Te-
resa Moseley of Muenster; 
and Niece: LaDonna Wil-
liams of Scottsboro, AL.
 He was preceded in death 
by wife: Pauline Ann (Tem-
pel) Mullins; parents: Jody 
and Ledonna (Smith) Mul-
lins; brothers: Darrell Mull-
ins and John Mullins; broth-
ers-in-law: Kevin ‘Meatball’ 
Switzer, and Larry ‘Pooder’ 
Switzer.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morials can be made to the 
Muenster FFA BBQ Team 
in the care of the Muenster 
Education Foundation.
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Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Anna R. Jones reported 
burglary of a building in 
the 1400 block of FM 
1306.
 Tammy McBride Ker-
shaw reported theft of a 
fi rearm in the 400 block 
of Cocopa Drive in Lake 
Kiowa.
 Ashli Lerhnertz Reed re-
ported burglary of vehicles 
in the 700 block of Kiowa 
Drive West in Lake Kiowa.
 Michael Lee Stokx re-
ported theft of a fi rearm 
in the 800 block of Kiowa 
Drive West in Lake Kiowa.
 Richard William Bell 
reported theft of property 
less than $30,000 in the 
400 block of Kiowa Drive 
West.
 Martimiano Banda-Lara 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 600 
block of Pioneer Trail.
 George Westbrook Teer 
reported burglary of ve-
hicles in the 400 block Na-
hajo Trail in Lake Kiowa.
 Mark Wesley Greenway 
reported theft of a fi rearm 
in the 600 block of Kiowa 
Drive West in Lake Kiowa.
 Jimmy Carter Weaver 
reported theft of a fi rearm 
in the 100 block of Sarsi 
Cove.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
marijuana less than two 
ounces at southbound I-35 
frontage road and County 
Road 238.
 Parker Clements Kopin-
ski reported theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 in 
the 700 block of West Kio-
wa Drive.
 Christin Snider reported 
fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying informa-
tion in the 10000 block of 
South FM 372.
 Jonie Michelle Ritchey 
reported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information on County 

Road 162.
 Valerie Sue Harrell re-
ported theft of a fi rearm in 
the 1000 block of County 
Road 260.
 Carla Buch Davis re-
ported fraudulent use/pos-
session of identifying in-
formation in the 300 block 
of County Road 451.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of drug possession 
at FM 902 and ST Onge 
Drive.
 Robert Deaton Terrell 
reported burglary of a ve-
hicle in the 300 block of 
West Kiowa Drive.
 Roberto Manuel Sanchez 
reported fraudulent/posses-
sion of identifying infor-
mation in the 300 block of 
County Road 451.
 Hilary Sue Sikes report-
ed burglary of vehicles in 
the 200 block of County 
Road 2115.

 Jerry Neil Powers report-
ed burglary of a habitation 
on County Road 2133.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
reported of criminal mis-
chief less than $750 in the 
100 block of South Dixon 
Street.
 Michael Wayne Brown 
Jr. reported theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 on 
Cumberland Trail.
 
Arrest Log
 Christopher Andrew 
Roberts, 33, criminal tres-
pass.
 Michael Steven Smith, 
34, credit card abuse (three 
counts).
 Jocelyn Marie Johnson, 
28, aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon (two 
counts).
 Tonya Kay Vining, 44, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 

gram, bond surrender-pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram, 
bond surrender- possession 
of marijuana less than two 
ounces.
 Christopher Michael 
Romine, 35, failure to 
maintain fi nancial respon-
sibility, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, failure to 
appear.
 Joseph Paul Luttmer, 22, 
aggravated sexual assault of 
a child.
 Timothy Wayne Splawn, 
22, possession of a con-
trolled substance less four 
grams, evading arrest/de-
tention with a vehicle, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 28 grams, 
no driver license, failure to 
appear.
 Michael Steven Smith, 
34, three counts of credit 
card abuse.

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

 Summer Reading runs 
from June 1, 2021 un-
til July 15, 2021. For 
more detailed informa-
tion regarding prizes and 
reading requirements, 
visit the Kids tab on the 
Cooke County Library 
website at www.cooke-
countylibrary.org. You 
may also call the library 
at 940-668-5530.

++++++++

 TCOG is off ering a 
small business work-
shop in Cooke County 
on June 3 from 10:00 to 
11:30 am at the Gaines-
ville Civic Center, 311 S. 
Weaver Street. Register 
today for this free work-
shop at TexomaTalks.
com.

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

Obituaries

Release from the desk of 
House Representative 

David Spiller

AUSTIN – Last week was 
a monumental one at the 
Capitol. In two days alone, 
we had the most conserva-
tive session in the history of 
the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives. We passed bills 
on pro-life, public safety, 
education, bail reform and 
election integrity. Some of 
these include:
 • Th e Texas Heartbeat Act 
(SB 8): bans abortion after 
a heartbeat has been de-
tected. Currently, abortions 
may be performed in Texas 
up to 20 weeks into a preg-
nancy. With a fetal heart-
beat potentially detected at 
six weeks of pregnancy, this 
marks a major advancement 
in the prohibition timeline. 
 • Pre-ban on abortions 
(HB 1280): Th e bill states 
that 30-days after the courts 
overturn the landmark case, 
Texas will immediately in-
stitute a ban on the practice 
of abortions. Th e ban will 
limit the procedure to be-
ing performed by licensed 
medical professionals and 
only in times of medical 
emergency or necessity to 
save the mother’s life.
 • Election Integrity 
(SB7): ensures an honest 
and fair election process. 
Th is legislation seeks to re-
store public trust and close 
loopholes that would allow 
for election fraud. Some of 
the additional protections 

include: mailing voting 
protections, ensures you are 
not allowed to vote in more 
than one state, makes cer-
tain that poll watchers are 
properly able to observe the 
activity and procedure.
 • Th e Damon Allen Act - 
Bail Reform (HB 20): Th e 
bill is known as the Da-
mon Allen Act in honor of 
the DPS trooper who was 
murdered by a criminal 
who was out on bail and 
had a history of violence. 
Th e bill takes on several 
key reform issues, including 
adding transparency to the 
bail-setting process, creat-
ing a statewide framework 
for training and statutory 
guidelines, and ensuring ac-
countability in the process 
to keep violent criminals off  
our streets.
 •  A bill to allow for al-
ternatives to STAAR testing 
(HB 764): seeks to bring 
reform to the STAAR and 
end-of-course assessments 
currently being adminis-
tered by public schools in 
Texas by eliminating all 
STAAR tests that are not 
federally required in ele-
mentary and middle school, 
and removing all of end-
of-course exams for high 
school students and com-
plying federal reporting 
standards by administering 
post-secondary education 
entrance exams instead.
 • Legislation that will 
crack down on cities that 
defund police (HB 1900): 
this bill prohibits local gov-

ernment from a adopting a 
budget that, in comparison 
to the local government’s 
preceding year, reduces: 
appropriations to the law 
enforcement agency, the 
number of authorized peace 
offi  cer positions within an 
agency, funding for over-
time or funding for the re-
cruitment and training of 
new offi  cers to fi ll empty 
peace offi  cer positions.
 I am proud to have been 
a co-author on these bills 
and support them to their 
fi nal passage. 
 Th e Texas House is less 
than a week away from its 
deadline to have House 
Bills heard on 2nd Read-
ing on the House Floor. 
Any House Bill that has not 
been passed to engrossment 
(3rd Reading) by Th ursday, 
May 13th will be dead. 
However, the process still 
allows for policy ideas to be 
passed through Senate Bills 
and the amendments pro-
cess. 
 Th ank you to all of the 
constituents who have con-
tinued to engage in discus-
sion with me about impor-
tant legislative matters. For 
those of you who have not 
yet contacted my offi  ce, I 
would encourage you to do 
so. I always look forward to 
hearing from you and value 
your feedback. My Capitol 
phone number is 512-463-
0526 and my email is dis-
trict68.spiller@house.texas.
gov. It is an honor to serve 
in the Texas House. 

Capitol Update 
from Rep. Spiller 
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Help Wanted

K-9 Klips and Kennel 
is Seeking a Board-
ing and Grooming 

Tech- Full Time/Part 
Time Weekends and 

Holidays. Mature High 
School Students Wel-
come. Must Have Own 
Transportation.  Apply 
in Person @ 7450 E US 

Hwy 82, Gainesville 
(Oak Ridge).

Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                  01/27

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Domino’s Now Hiring 
URGENTLY Sign-On 
Bonus. Apply Online Or 
In Person. 1211 N Grand 
Ave, Gainesville.
                                                                   04/28

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                   02/17

Callisburg ISD Is Current-
ly Accepting Applications 
For Bus Mechanic/Main-
tenance. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                                                                                            04/28

The 
Weekly 
News

Covering 
the

Entire 
County

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

J. R. Thompson, Inc. 
is now accepting ap-
plications for MIX-
ER/TRANSPORT 
DRIVERS.  Applica-
tions may be picked 
up at our Gainesville 
Concrete Plant 4100 
N. Weaver St. (940) 
612-2424 or at our 
main offi ce 3500 N. 
Grand Ave. (940) 
665-2533, Gaines-
ville, TX.   J. R. 
Thompson, Inc. is an 
EEO employer. 

Trucks Drivers Needed. 
Class A CDL with Tanker 
Endorsement. Must have 
Truck Driving Experi-
ence. Tank Truck Expe-
rience Preferred. 401K, 
Health, Dental and Vi-
sion. Call 940-284-7059.
                                                                    06/09

Church Nursery Worker.  
Sunday Mornings 9a-12p. 
$10/Hr Gainesville Bible 
Church 940-668-2781.
                                                                    05/05

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                    05/19

No. PR 17956
IN THE ESTATE OF BEVERLY ANN KELLEY, 

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of BEVERLY ANN KELLEY, 
Deceased, were issued on May 4, 2021, in Cause No. 
PR17956, in the County Court at Law of Cooke Coun-
ty, Texas, to: CLINTON R. KELLEY. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: LISA C. BENNETT
    Attorney at Law
   Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 18th day of May, 2021. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: LISA C. BENNETT
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 00787070
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: lisa.bennett@abdhlaw.com

                         05/26

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”

Koba is still here! This poor guy has been here since 
March and is wondering if he is ever going to fi nd that 
perfect person to adopt him. He is completely house-
broken here at the shelter, while he may have an acci-
dent or two at a new home, he does very well at holding 
it all night and will wait until we let him outside in the 
morning and afternoons. For all those big dog lovers he 
weighs in at almost 100 pounds and is as sweet as can 
be. He would also do well with older kids that want a 
dog they can play with. He LOVES playing with his 
ball and is always hoping someone will play with him. 
He would probably even do well at playing fetch! He is 
a bit of an active boy but once he gets out of the shelter 
and is able to run around the yard he is sure to calm 
down a bit. He would love to have a comfortable spot 
on your living room fl oor that he can lounge about on 
while getting lots of love from you. Bring your kids and 
other dogs if you have any to come meet Koba, you’ll 
be sure to fall in love with this big ole lug. Noah’s Ark 
is open Monday- Saturday 11-5, closed Thursday and 
Sunday, so give us a call to schedule your appointment 
to come meet him!

Animal Adoption

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   05/26

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Garage 
Sales

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs found animal clas-
sifi ed word ads for FREE 
in an attempt to help re-
united the animal and the 
owner. For more informa-
tion, call 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
of Cooke County for as 
little as $7.50 per week. at 
940.665.2320.

Animals 
Wanted

Want to buy several goats. 
940-580-8719.
                                                                   05/12

Custom Build by C&W 
Smokers Patio Smoker 5’ 
Cooking Area, 30” Wide 
Firebox and Grill 940-
284-3812 Leave Message.
                                                                    05/26

No. PR 17953
IN THE ESTATE OF CECILE ANN WOOD,

DECEASED
IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW OF COOKE 

COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamen-
tary for the Estate of CECILE ANN WOOD, Deceased, 
were issued on May 6, 2021, in Cause No. PR17953, in 
the County Court at Law of Cooke County, Texas, to: 
DANIEL LEE JOHNSON. 
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law.
 
 c/o: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
    Attorney at Law
   Adams, Bennett, Duncan & Henley
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

 DATED the 14th day of May, 2021. 

   ADAMS, BENNETT, DUNCAN & HENLEY
   By: JONATHAN W. HENLEY
   Attorney for Independent Executor
   State Bar No.: 24057896
   100 East Broadway
   Gainesville, Texas 76240
   Telephone: (940) 668-2600
   Facsimile: (940) 668-6880
   Email: jon.henley@abdhlaw.com

                         05/26

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Get all the local news
for less

than a cup
of coffee!

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County
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Fax: 940.665.2162 11

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

The Weekly News offers classifi ed ads to the entire coun-
ty for as low as $7.50/week. Give us a call 940.665.2320.

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
              

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

House
For Rent

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                   04/28

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
                                                                                                                                             04/28

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lawn Mower Service. 
Tree Trimming.

Call 940-580-8434 or 
940-284-0410.

Meño’s Lawn
Services
940-443-0456
940-443-4198

Commercial
For Rent

586 sq ft Commercial Of-
fi ce Building on the corner 
of S Lindsay and Pecan 
St.  Consists of 3 rooms 
and one restroom with 
dedicated parking.  Fur-
nished.  $600 monthly.  To 
inquire call 940.665.3926 
between 9 AM and 4 PM 
Monday-Thursday.
                                                                                                                                             05/05

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

For Rent
1303 Rebecca

Shady Glen Apts
Shadowood 
Townhomes

603 E Hwy 82 -
Nocona

(commercial lot)

SUMMER 
SPECIAL
Get $100 off 
the  rst full 

months’ rent!

Land
For Sale

60 Acres; will subdivide, 
Alamo Rd, Montague TX. 
Owner Financing. Nice 
Building Sites Near Utili-
ties 940-841-4668. 
                                                                                                                                             06/26

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”
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Cooke County United Way would like to thank everyone 
who donated toward the 2021 Campaign. We would like 
to give special recognition to the following businesses 

and award recipients. BECAUSE of YOU we were able to 
reach our goal, making Cooke County a better community
Scout Awards:
Ralph & Dorthy Lewis
Frank Morris 
Ryan C. Morris 
Susie Shauf 
Tim & Mary Turbeville 
Robert Bloom 

Wagon Master Awards:
Lisa A. Bezner 
Gina Craigie 
Dick & Patty Haayen
Cynthia B. Howell 
Rick Jamieson
Brian W. McCain 
Don & Teresa Metzler 
Lloyd & Mary Reiter 
Patrick D. Schully 
Mitchell M. Schauf 
Jack & Jan Thies
John Walterscheid 
Michael D.  & Dr. Tracy Ware 
T. Darrell & Barbara Westbrook 
Henry Weinzapfel
Douglas Gantt
G. C. & Mary Ellis
Jay Titus
Ruth Adams
Robert Warden

Wagon Driver Awards:
Heather Marie Arendt 
Glenda J. Ashwill 
John & Malony Bartush 
Robbie Baugh 
George Bigelow 
Polly Boone 
Christine E. Bryan 
Paige Cooney 
Debra A. Cox 
Mitch Creed 
Wayne & Cammi Twiner 
Jennifer Reeves 
Janice Williams 
Brenda Fuhrmann 
Larry Schumacher 
Janice Stoffels 
Eddy & Nadine Creswell 
Tammi Crowsey 
Stephanie L. Davis 
Heather Endres 
Austin Erdenberger 
Cole Erickson 
Stacie L. Evans 
Paula Jean Garner 
Phillis Grif  n 
John & Galene Morris 
John Henry 

Scott Hermes 
Neil Hesse 
Chisam Hoedebeck 
Chance Huddleston 
Kari Hutcherson 
Franz Klutschkowski 
Laure A. Kuykendall 
Amy Larue 
Brittany Marie Lee 
Gayle M. Loch 
Jennifer McPherson 
Russell Moon 
Candice Moore 
Phil Neeley 
Daniel & Jennifer Orr 
Kimberly Parker 
Tracy Ramsey 
Brent & Kathy Reed
Cindy Rohmer 
Darlene Roye 
Lora Saikin 
Debbie Sharp 
Steve Sims 
Billy Smith 
Tamara Ann Smith 
Larry Stewart 
Becky Sylvera 
Starla Terry 
Allison Tunheim 
Samuel & Kaylinn Ward 
Billy Ray Bell
Kevin Sebade
Wiley Grove 
Joey Anderson 
Chris McNamara 
Leaha Sweeney 
Brenda Anderle
Craig Lamkin
Ronald Weinzapfel
William Turner
Christi Reed
Kameron Klement
Jesse Cason
Stan Stanley
Mark Metzler
Becky Wilson
Bill Hirneise
Brian Szymanski
Khaira Bhupinder
Jim Goldsworthy
David Moore
Chris & Cindy Davidson
Aaron Guthrie
Clint & Beverly Kelley

Small Business Awards:
Community Lumber Co. 
Dustin Of  ce Machines 

Reedy, Ballard & Keller 
Schalk & Smith 
Bezner Insurance Company 
First United Bank

Arley Daurity Award:
First State Bank
Nortex Communications  
Muenster State Bank 
4U Credit Union

Presidential Award:
Atmos Energy Corporation 
Home Hospice
Knight Insurance
Knights of Columbus Council 
#1459/Muenster
Bezner Insurance Company
Bruce’s Property Services
Callisburg ISD
First United Bank
The Real Estate Co.

Community Excellence Award:
Callisburg Middle School
First State Bank

Gold Award:
Callisburg Elementary School
Callisburg High School
PenTex Energy

Silver Award:
Petro  ex (PNA/API)
Callisburg ISD
Dustin’s Of  ce Machines

Bronze Award:
CASA

Pacesetter Award:
Callisburg ISD
City of Gainesville
Of  ces of Cooke County
First State Bank
Gainesville ISD
Molded Fiber Glass Company of 
Texas
Muenster State Bank
Nortex Communications
North Central Texas College
North Texas Medical Center
PenTex Energy
PNA/API - Petro  ex
Safran Seats US
Select Energy Services
Trident Processing Systems


